
 

 

                                                      December 15, 2014 

Dear friends,  

"Radite" (rah-dee-tay) is a Ukrainian word for "Rejoice". 
We wish you peace and joy of this Christmas Season and 
hope that you have reason to rejoice in the birth of the 
Christ child. A new joy has come!  Celebrate the new life! 
 

 
 
 

Brenna's Home - UKRAINE  
We are excited to be heading to Lutsk on January 3. This 
17-month stretch is the longest we have gone without a 
trip to Ukraine since 2005. The children are doing well 
and we look forward to meeting Vanya C. and Vitalik for 
the first time. They came to Brenna's Home last 
December. 
Housemother Valya sent us some nice pictures from a fall 
outing with the kids. Here is one with everyone (except 
Yura, who was in Odesa for physical therapy) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
And here are some nice individual and smaller group 
pictures of the kids. It's so nice to see all the smiles! 

  
           Zhenya                            Valeria and Pavel 

 

 
          Sasha                          Lilya                        Vova 

 

   
   Boys enjoying treats.         Kolya and Vanya B.! 

 

 
          Here is the gang  wearing some donated shirts. 

  
Today begins a five-week winter hiatus from school, 
several weeks on either side on New Year and Christmas 
(January 7). Closing the schools during this time 
conserves heat during this cold period. We will enjoy 
spending time with the children while they are out of 
school. We shipped 10 boxes to Lutsk by boat, with 
sponsor gifts and clothes, which will arrive there about 
the same time we do. It is important to realize that while 
they enjoy receiving presents at Christmas, it is not the 
focus of Christmas in Ukraine. There is much more 
emphasis on the spiritual aspects of Christmas, and 
activities of carol singing and sharing candies and fruits. 



 

A big thank you to those sponsors that provided a 
Christmas present for their "adopted" child! I also want 
to thank my co-worker, Kathy Oliva, along with Eileen, 
and also the staff at Delmonico's Kitchen in Manhattan 
for providing special gifts for the children and 
housemothers. Kathy spent a number of hours finding 
special gifts and beautifully wrapping these. We know 
they will be appreciated! 

 
 
 Please continue to pray for Ukraine as the political 
situation has created significant financial strain on the 
economy. This also has implications, for our work there, 
because the currency value is only half of what it was one 
year ago. We can always use additional sponsors for the 
children to help offset these increased costs. Sponsorship 
is a one-year commitment to provide $25/month ($300) 
toward support of a child at Brenna's Home.     
Another way to help out this Christmas, is to provide 
extra funds for children's multivitamins and first aid 
supplies (see end of newsletter). 

 
 

Brenna's Hope - Ethiopia     

  
 
 

High School girls - Tigrai Province 
We are working with Hope Community Services in 
Northern Ethiopia to provide monthly support for 
vulnerable high school girls to complete their education. 
In this region of Ethiopia, many of these girls walk two 
hours or more EACH WAY to attend high school. This 
means they face dangers while walking in darkness, and 
also makes it difficult for them to complete their studies. 
Consequently they may drop out of school and are 
frequently used as wives for arranged marriages, even as 
young as ages 13 to 17. If this happens and they become 
pregnant, they face challenges with childbirth because 
their bodies are not fully developed. This may result in a 
condition known as fistula. Our focus is PREVENTION. 
We have committed to sponsor 30 girls for this program 
and we need just four more to meet our goal!  Just $25 a 
month will provide a shelter and food close to school or 
transportation services for these girls at great risk.   
 

  C 
 

 

College girls - Tigrai Province 
Another opportunity also developed with Hope 
Community Services. Many girls graduating from high 
school who are orphans or from very poor families are 
excellent students and qualify for free tuition, room and 
board through a government program. However, the 
costs for travel and monthly hygiene expenses can be 
prohibitive for them to take advantage of the education.  
The cost for sending one of these girls to college is 
$20/month ($240/year).  We will sponsor 30 girls for this 
program and need just ten more to reach our goal!  

 

Hadera's Story 

Hadera, 18, was born from her poor peasant father Ato 
Gebrekidan Teklu and her mother Woldero Hadas Hagos 
in Migaria Tsebri, a remote small village in Tigray’s 
central zone. She is the eldest of five siblings. SShhee  hhaass  

ccoommpplleetteedd  hheerr  pprriimmaarryy  eedduuccaattiioonn  iinn  MMiiggaarriiaa  TTsseebbrrii  

pprriimmaarryy  sscchhooooll  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ffoouunndd  nneeaarrbbyy  hheerr  ddiissttrriicctt..  
Hadera carried most of the family’s responsibilities like 
fetching water, collecting fire wood, keeping cattle and 
goats, cooking food, mainly involved in agricultural 
activities. As a result, her participation in class was slow 
and her result was not satisfactory. “I had high interest 
and potential to learn and to score excellent result, but I 
didn’t have an opportunity to study freely due to work 
load from my family.” Hadera says. 
Hadera’s story is not unique. In Tigray of Ethiopia, there 
are so many rural girl students that spend their study 
time in kitchen and agricultural activities and suffer from 
economic problem to cover educational costs especially 
when they reach grade 9 and above, but Hadera’s 
interest to learn by tolerating problems is different from 
others.  
After the completion of her elementary school, her 
parents didn’t have the willingness or economic potential 
to send her for secondary education by renting a house 
and covering other educational costs in Enticho town 
which is about 27 km from her home, so she stopped her 
secondary education (in grade 9) by the order of her 
parents ignoring her interest. One year later, Hadera 
asked her relatives for economic support to continue her 
education for her bright future, but no one responded to 
her plea. But Hadera didn’t want to give up to stop her 
education forever, rather she decided to learn by earning 
money from collecting and selling firewood, and by 
working as a daily laborer, then completed grade nine in 
such a way. Hadera thinks that, it is possible to complete 
secondary school in such a way, but it is impossible to 
achieve good results, so she had to find another option. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obstetric_fistula


She asked the school director for support and the 
school director reported to district women’s affairs. She 

was selected as a beneficiary of USAID/ Fre-Addis girls 
scholarship program when she was in 10

th
 grade.  

With the money, Hadera bought food, reference books, 
cooking materials, and rented a room and started 
studying freely. She began to study first and scored 4.00 
cumulative grade in the national examination (in grade 
10). 
Since then, Hadera has become one of the best 
performing beneficiaries in Tigray. Hadera now is in 
grade twelve. Hadera also participates in extracurricular 
activities as student parliament, students network leader 
and in girls club, role modeling. She has plans to continue 
her further education in medicine and studying now for 
that end. 

 

Hope House - Central Ethiopia 
Our third project in Ethiopia continues to develop. In 
conjunction with Ellilta Women at Risk and Mekane 
Yesus Church in Debre Zeit, we have committed to 
provide the educational and daycare support for children 
whose mothers have entered Hope House, a holistic 
rehabilitation program to leave "working the streets". 
This organization has been functioning effectively in 
Addis Ababa for nearly 20 years, and this is a new 
extension of the work in the city of Debre Zeit. Our 

contacts are Michelle and Asaua Tiatia. Sponsorships 
for this program are $30/month (we need a one year 

commitment). Three children are currently sponsored 
and we are now looking for sponsorship for our newest 
child, Mebrat. She is 5 months old and her name means 
"Light". These are our "Hope House" kids. 

  
     Mebrat            Selam               Samuel           Yohannes 
If you do not currently participate in a sponsorship 
opportunity, we hope that you will consider how you 
may be involved in one of these programs. Thank you! 

 

Our Board of Directors 
We are thankful for our Board of Directors:   
Carrie Rynders, Carolanne Blabac, Janet Gerhardt, Donna 
and Rich Engle.  We held our Annual Board of Directors 
Meeting on Sunday, December 9. Thanks for your 
service! 

 
Wishing you the best for this Christmas Season and the 
New Year,           Rich and Donna 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

All US donations are tax-deductible.  Checks should be payable 
to "Brenna Engle Foundation" and sent to 3 Albert Road, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 
 
If you are interested in scheduled recurring electronic 
payments, please let us know and we can provide you with 
routing and account information. 
 
Donations can also be made online through our website using 
Just Give. They deduct a service charge of 4 

1/2
 percent.  

 
Also on Facebook and YouTube: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Brenna-Engle-
Foundation/101419966565747 
Youtube  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Ah0gHE6eLM 
 And our website brennaenglefoundation.org 
 
This list server is maintained by The Brenna Engle Foundation, 
www.brennaenglefoundation.org  If you wish to respond to any 
messages, please respond to richengle14@gmail.com (Rich) or 
DBRN1234@aol.com (Donna).  If you prefer not to receive 
communications through our list server, please send a note to 
either of us requesting to “unsubscribe”. We appreciate your 
support, whether through prayer or finances!     
 Rich and Donna Engle 
The Brenna Engle Foundation,    
3 Albert Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 
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